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Title of the Invention: A Method for the Manufacture of Novel Polyvinyl Alcohol Copolymers 

(57) Claims 



1. A method for the manufacture of novel polyvinyl alcohol copolymers characterized in that a 
polyester and a polymerizable monomer as indicated by formula (I) below are copolymerized in the 
presence of an alcohol using a radical polymerization initiator, after which an alkali or acid catalyst is 
caused to act on the alcohol solution of said copolymer and the vinyl ester units in the copolymer are 
saponified partially or to high degree to make vinyl alcohol units. 



[insert formula (I)] 



(Wherein, R 1 signifies a hydrogen atom or a lower alkyl group, R 2 signifies an alkyl group, R 3 , R 4 and R 5 
signify hydrogen atoms or alkyl groups and M signifies hydrogen or an alkali metal.) 



2. A method of manufacture as described in Claim 1 in which the vinyl ester is vinyl acetate. 



3. A method of manufacture as described in Claim 1 in which R l , R 4 and R 5 in formula (I) are 
hydrogen atoms and in which R 2 and R 3 are methyl groups. 



4. A method of manufacture as described in Claim 1 in which M in formula (I) is sodium or 
potassium. 
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